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Extraordinary call for proposals for SIOS pilot projects 
 

Proposal Deadline: 1 October 2017, 16:00 CET 

Total funds available: 2 million NOK 

 

SIOS seeks proposals of two types: 

a) Support for developing and writing chapters for the first State of the 
Environmental Science in Svalbard (SESS) report in order to propose future 
prioritisation in optimising the observing system (called SESS projects below) 

b) Scientist access to the SIOS infrastructures (called access projects below) 

 

Background for this call 

The Svalbard Integrated Arctic Earth Observing System (SIOS) is a regional 
observational system for long-term measurements in and around Svalbard, 
addressing Earth System Science (ESS) questions related to Global Change. The 
upgraded observing system and research facilities offered by SIOS build on the 
extensive observation capacity and diverse world class research infrastructure 
provided by many nations already established in Svalbard. This includes a 
substantial capability for utilising remote sensing resources to complement ground-
based observations. From this foundation, SIOS envisions a significant contribution 
to the systematic development of new methods and design for the implementation of 
observational networks in Arctic environments. 

SIOS is aiming at more efficient use and better integration of the observing system 
based on a distributed data management system, an open access program that 
includes logistical support, as well as training and education activities. 

SIOS does not currently own any research infrastructure, but will instead facilitate 
access to research infrastructure owned by SIOS members. 

SIOS will produce an annual State of the Environmental Science in Svalbard (SESS) 
report. The SESS report will summarise knowledge about the state and development 
of key parameters (“core data”) and analyse how these parameters influence other 
key entities. The SESS report will outline the work that has been done in the last year 
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within the SIOS cooperation to optimise the observing system and give 
recommendations for research priorities in the following year(s) (https://www.sios-
svalbard.org/SESSreport). 

 

Who can apply? 

SESS projects: Principal investigators authorised by a SIOS member institution in 
their country of employment can submit proposals to develop SESS report chapters.  

Access projects: Individual scientists or groups can apply for access support.  

 

SESS projects: 

This is an opportunity to be part of the team that develops the first SESS report and 
sets the agenda for prioritisation within SIOS. By contributing to the first report, 
researchers have the chance to demonstrate the relevance of their research to the 
wider ESS community and propose future investments in research infrastructure and 
monitoring within SIOS.  

Applications for contributions to the SESS report should build on existing data sets 
and infrastructure of SIOS members. A key goal of SIOS is to bring together 
initiatives under the auspices of SSF, NySMAC (e.g. flagship programs) and others 
into coherent approaches and goals to consolidate, rationalise, and enhance 
observations of in particular key parameters that have utility for a wider range of 
investigations. Applications bringing together measurements from Ny-Ålesund, 
Longyearbyen, Barentsburg and Hornsund are particularly sought after.  

SESS projects can apply for salary for authors contributing to the SESS report, as 
well as support for developing procedures, protocols, harmonisation, and extended 
data coverage between measurements at different locations.  

SIOS offers access to data and assistance with data discovery. Funding is available 
for data analysis and writing. The expected outcome is the delivery of chapters to the 
SESS report. 

Applicants must be able to demonstrate that the proposal will contribute to the 
observing system in line with the SIOS goals (see application guidelines).  

 

https://www.sios-svalbard.org/SESSreport
https://www.sios-svalbard.org/SESSreport
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SESS projects must: 

• Provide input to the first State of Environmental Science in Svalbard (SESS) 
report to be published in the spring of 2018. 

• Commit to long term availability of the data streams to the SIOS consortium. 

• Adhere to the SIOS data policy (www.sios-svalbard.org/Documents). 

• Have a Principal Investigator (PI) from a country with a member institution in 
SIOS 

• Have partners from at least three different nations 

 

SESS projects should use existing data. Earliest start for SESS projects will be 1 
December 2017. Up to four (4) SESS projects will be supported in this call. 

 

Access projects: 

SIOS aims to optimise the use of existing research infrastructure (RI) and is therefore 
offering funded access to facilities owned by SIOS members across Svalbard. 

Access projects should use existing RI (and if applicable existing data) from SIOS 
members. 

A minimum of 125 access days are available in this call. Funding is available to cover 
travel to the infrastructure, room and board and access to the facility. Individual 
access support will normally not exceed 14 days.  

Earliest start for access projects will be 1 January 2018 until 31 December 2018. 

 

Access will be prioritised to: 

• Early career scientists 

• Activities that are tied directly to parallel SESS projects 

• Activities that will develop a long-term data stream to the SIOS observational 
system 

• Activities that strengthen international cooperation 

 

http://www.sios-svalbard.org/Documents
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Applicants for access funding must be able to adhere to SIOS data policy and SIOS 
access policy (www.sios-svalbard.org/Documents). 

 

General eligibility criteria: 

• All project proposals have to include the application form, an itemised budget, 
a project description (not exceeding 10 pages), and CVs of all partners 

• The proposal summary form has to be signed by the head of the institution or 
research director and received by SIOS. 

Detailed evaluation criteria may be found in the document ‘Guidance for applicants to 
SIOS pilot programme’.  

 

Application details: 

Funds for a total of 2 million NOK are available through this call.  

The deadline for this call is 1 October 2017, 16:00 CET. The call will be published on 
www.sios-svalbard.org 8 weeks before the deadline. A decision will be expected by 
beginning of December 2017. 

 

Guidance for applicants (pdf) 

Authorisation form (pdf) 

 

Proposals must be submitted electronically at www.sios-svalbard.org/Call2017 

In addition to the electronic submission we require a paper copy of the 
authorisation form with the original signature of the authoriser to be sent to 
SIOS, P.O. Box 156, N-9171, Longyearbyen. This must be received by SIOS no later 
than one week after the application deadline. 

 

Contact details: 

SIOS access and logistics officer [https://www.sios-
svalbard.org/Staff#LogisticsOfficer]  

http://www.sios-svalbard.org/Documents
http://www.sios-svalbard.org/
https://sios-svalbard.org/sites/sios-svalbard.org/files/common/Guidelines_SIOS__Call_2017.pdf
https://sios-svalbard.org/sites/sios-svalbard.org/files/common/AuthorisationForm_SIOS__Call_2017.pdf
http://www.sios-svalbard.org/Call2017

